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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in 
this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1 , 5 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Fuchs (US 4090965). Fuchs '965 discloses a filter device 4 
(Fig. 1) or 4c (fig. 5) which is a horizontal rotary drum filter in its own 
separate chamber (with respect to chamber 17) and as shown in fig. 2, the 
bottom of the filter chamber follows the contour of the rotating filter. 

3. Claims 1 , 5 and 8-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Whetsel (US 5362401). Whetsel '401 discloses a horizontal 
rotary filter 10, arranged within a basin 11. The basin, as shown in fig. 2, 
has a contour which follows the contour of the filter 10. 

4. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the 
basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 2-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fuchs '965 as applied to claim 1 above, and further in 
view of any one of Moore (US 1 858900) or Sweetland (US 1 796491 ) or 
Sweetland (US 1796492). The use of a filter chamber body for a rotary 
"outside to in" filter which is shaped of a "half a cylindrical body" is well 
known and taught by any one of Moore '900 or Sweetland '490 or 
Sweetland '491 . To employ this known expedient for its intended purpose 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention. 

7. Claims 6-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fuchs '965 as applied to claim 5 above, and further in 
view of Sweetland '491 . Sweetland '491 discloses a rotary filter with an 
overflow inlet 51, 52, 53 and an additional overflow outlet at 15. To employ 
these features with Fuchs '965, who already communicates with adjacent 
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settling chamber 17, would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art. 

8. Claims 2-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Whetsel '401 as applied to claim 1 above, and further in 
view of any one of Moore (US 1 858900) or Sweetland (US 1 796491 ) or 
Sweetland (US 1796492). The use of a filter chamber body for a rotary 
"outside to in" filter which is shaped of a "half a cylindrical body" is well 
known and taught by any one of Moore '900 or Sweetland '490 or 
Sweetland '491 . To employ this known expedient for its intended purpose 
in Whetsel '401 would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention. 

9. Claims 10-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by 
or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Astrom (US 
5876612) alone or further in view of JP 06-285308A. Astrom '612 discloses 
a process for the periodic cleaning of filter 21 (see fig. 1 ) which includes the 
steps of first backwashing the filter using suction head 77. If this is not 
sufficient to clean the filter than an additional step of washing the filter is 
required [col. 5, lines 60+]. Prior to washing the liquid level in the tank is 
dropped below the nozzle heads 85. Thus the "draining of the water" step 
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in claim 10 is met. Then, with the container partially full, a cleaning solution 
is added to the tank via spray nozzles 85 via line 71 to further clean the 
filter while the filter is moving. The cleaning solution flows into the tank 
contents and is removed mostly through the suction heads 77 located 
beneath the fluid surface. Once cleaned the liquid level is raised to its 
normal operating level as shown in fig. 2. The liquid level depicted in fig. 3 
is broadly "approximately just below the axis of rotation" as recited in the 
claim. However, if not, then JP '308 discloses that lower levels of cleaning 
solution may be used to successfully clean a rotary filter prior to restoring 
the filter to it normal working condition. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Thomas M. Lithgow whose 
telephone number is 571-272-1 162. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Mon. -Fri.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Duane Smith can be reached on 571-272-1166. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 

/Thomas M. Lithgow/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1797 
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